What is claimed is: 



1 . A method for updating a distributed business object, comprising: 
maintaining a primary version of the distributed business object in a primary 

business management system, said primary version including a primary update 
counter; 

receiving from a secondary business management system a notification of an 
update to a secondary version of the distributed business object, said secondary 
version including a secondary update counter, said notification including the secondary 
update counter; 

comparing the primary update counter to the secondary update counter; and 
updating the primary version of the distributed business object based on the 

notification if the comparison indicates that the primary update counter and the 

secondary update counter are identical. 

2. The method of claim 1 further comprising: 

rejecting the update if the comparison indicates that the primary update counter 
and the secondary update counter are different. 

3. The method of claim 2, further comprising: 

transmitting a rejection to the secondary business management system, said 
rejection including the primary update counter. 

4. The method of claim 3, wherein said rejection includes the primary version of 
the distributed business object. 

5. The method of claim 1 , wherein the updating further comprises 
incrementing the primary update counter; and 

returning a confirmation of the update to the secondary business management 
system, said confirmation including the incremented primary update counter. 

6. The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

incrementing the primary update counter only when the secondary business 
management system must be informed of the update to the business object. 
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7. A method for updating a distributed business object, comprising: 
maintaining a secondary version of the distributed business object in a 

secondary business management system, said secondary version including a 

secondary update counter; 

performing a transaction on the secondary version in the secondary business 

management system; 

leaving the secondary update counter unmodified; and 

forwarding a representation of the transaction to a primary business 

management system, the representation including the unmodified secondary update 

counter. 

8. The method of claim 7, further comprising: 

receiving from the primary business management system a confirmation of the 
transaction, said confirmation including a replacement value for the secondary update 
counter. 

9. The method of claim 7, further comprising: 

receiving from the primary business management system a rejection of the 
transaction, said rejection including a replacement value for the secondary update 
counter, said rejection including replacement information for the secondary version of 
the distributed business object. 

10. A system for updating a distributed business object, comprising: 

a first computer coupled to a network, said first computer having a primary 
business management system, said primary business management system 
maintaining a primary version of the distributed business object, said primary version 
including a primary update counter; 

a second computer coupled to a network, said second computer having a 
secondary business management system, said secondary business management 
system maintaining a secondary version of the distributed business object, said 
secondary version including a secondary update counter; 

the second computer to perform a first transaction on the secondary version, 
said transaction leaving the secondary update counter unmodified; 
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the second computer to forward a notification of the first transaction to the 
primary business management system, the notification including the unmodified 
secondary update counter; 

the first computer to receive the notification from the second computer; 

the first computer to compare the primary update counter to the secondary 
update counter; 

the first computer to update the primary version based on the notification if the 
comparison indicates that the primary update counter and the secondary update 
counter are identical. 

1 1 . The system of claim 10, the first computer to reject the update if the comparison 
indicates that the primary update counter and the secondary update counter are 
different. 

12. The system of claim 1 1 , the first computer to transmit said rejection to the 
secondary business management system, said rejection including the primary update 
counter. 

13. The system of claim 12, wherein said rejection includes the primary version of 
the distributed business object. 

14. The system of claim 10, the first computer to increment the primary update 
counter upon updating the primary version, the first computer to return a confirmation 
of the update to the secondary business management system, said confirmation 
including the incremented primary update counter. 

1 5. The system of claim 1 0, further comprising: 

the first computer to perform a second transaction on the primary version of the 
distributed business object; 

the first computer to update the primary version based on the second 
transaction; 

the first computer to increment the primary update counter upon updating the 
primary version; and 
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the first computer to forward a confirmation of the update to the secondary 
business management system, said confirmation including the incremented primary 
update counter. 

16. A computer programmed to update a distributed business object, comprising: 
means to maintain a primary version of the distributed business object in a 

primary business management system, said primary version including a primary 
update counter; 

means to receive from a secondary business management system a notification 
of an update to a secondary version of the distributed business object, said secondary 
version including a secondary update counter, said notification including the secondary 
update counter; 

means to compare the primary update counter to the secondary update 
counter; and 

means to update the primary version of the distributed business object based 
on the notification if the comparison indicates that the primary update counter and the 
secondary update counter are identical. 

17. The computer of claim 1 6, further comprising: 

means to reject the update if the comparison indicates that the primary update 
counter and the secondary update counter are different. 

18. The computer of claim 1 7, further comprising: 

means to transmit the rejection to the secondary business management 
system, said rejection including the primary update counter. 

19. The computer of claim 18, wherein said rejection includes the primary version 
of the distributed business object. 

20. The computer of claim 1 8, wherein the means to update further comprises 
incrementing the primary update counter. 

21 . The computer of claim 20, further comprising: 
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means to return a confirmation of the update to the secondary business 
management system, said confirmation including the incremented primary update 
counter. 

22. A computer programmed to update a distributed business object, comprising: 
means to maintain a secondary version of the distributed business object in a 

secondary business management system, said secondary version including a 

secondary update counter; 

means to perform a transaction on the secondary version in the secondary 

business management system; 

means to leave the secondary update counter unmodified; and 

means to forward a representation of the transaction to a primary business 

management system, the representation including the unmodified secondary update 

counter. 

23. The computer of claim 22, further comprising: 

means to receive from the primary business management system a 
confirmation of the transaction, said confirmation including a replacement value for the 
secondary update counter. 

24. The computer of claim 22, further comprising: 

means to receive from the primary business management system a rejection of 
the transaction, said rejection including a replacement value for the secondary update 
counter, said rejection including replacement information for the secondary version of 
the distributed business object. 

25. A machine-readable medium having stored thereon a plurality of instructions for 
parallelizing a database query, the plurality of instructions comprising instructions to: 

maintain a primary version of the distributed business object in a primary 
business management system, said primary version including a primary update 
counter; 

receive from a secondary business management system a notification of an 
update to a secondary version of the distributed business object, said secondary 
version including a secondary update counter, said notification including the secondary 
update counter; 
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compare the primary update counter to the secondary update counter; and 
update the primary version of the distributed business object based on the 

notification if the comparison indicates that the primary update counter and the 

secondary update counter are identical. 

26. The machine-readable medium of claim 25, further comprising instructions to: 
reject the update if the comparison indicates that the primary update counter 

and the secondary update counter are different. 

27. The machine-readable medium of claim 26, further comprising instructions to: 
transmit a rejection to the secondary business management system, said 

rejection including the primary update counter. 

28. The machine-readable medium of claim 27, wherein said rejection includes the 
primary version of the distributed business object. 

29. The machine-readable medium of claim 27, wherein the updating further 
comprises incrementing the primary update counter. 

30. The machine-readable medium of claim 29, further comprising instructions to: 
return a confirmation of the update to the secondary business management 

system, said confirmation including the incremented primary update counter. 
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